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out to kill elephants, the people at home may not beat each
other nor break firewood nor cut their hair, for they say that
were they to do so their actions would harm the absent
hunters.1 Among the Wachamba, a tribe of Usambara in
Central Africa, while a hunter is away in the forest his wife at
home is bound to observe all the magical restrictions which
are incumbent also upon him. She remains alone for weeks,
and, following the directions of a medicine-man, abstains from
doing certain things which, according to the sage, might
bring harm upon her distant spouse. Thus she may not cut
anything in the house, nor place her bed in the sun, nor shut
her house-door, nor flirt with other men or have intercourse
with a stranger. She is forbidden to receive visits from men
in her hut. Only her closest relations may feed with her. If
she does not observe these restrictions, it is believed that her
husband will fall ill or perish in the forest.8
Speaking of the Bantu tribes of Central Africa in general,
a writer who lived twenty-nine years among them tells us that
" hunter's taboos affect also the hunter's wife, and the laws
pertaining to success in the chase are numerous and intricate.
Inviolate faithfulness of husband and wife during the former's
absence in the hunting field is one of the first and most im-
portant laws for hunters if they are to have luck. If a woman
is unfaithful during her hunter husband's absence, the hunter
is exposed to failure, danger from wild animals, and even
death. If the elephant charges and the hunter is killed, the
woman is tried for murder on the ground of concealed adultery
and breaking the taboo, and is at once executed," *
Similar practices based on the principle of magical tele-
pathy or action at a distance are reported from other parts of
the world. Thus among the Oraons of Chota Nagpur in
India, while the men are absent from the village on the
Summer Hunt, not only the hunters themselves, but their
wives at home, are bound to observe strict sexual continence.
" It is believed that if this taboo is disregarded by any Oraon,
male or female, his or her fellow-villagers, or at any rate the
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